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The Lacey Act Web Governance System 
An Introduction 
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The 2008 Lacey Act Amendments 
 

• Legality Requirement 
– All plants and plant products imported into the United States must be 

legally harvested, sold, transported, etc. 
 
 

• Declaration Requirement 
– Plants and plant products found on the “Schedule of Enforcement” 

must submit a Lacey Act Plant and Plant Product Declaration Form 
(PPQ Form 505) upon importation into the United States. 

• Declarations are only required for Formal Customs Entries. 
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Filing the Lacey Act Declaration 

• ABI Filing 
– Electronic Filing through U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

• Specific software communications parameters as per the CATAIR 
 

• Paper Filing 
– Importer prints two copies of the PPQ Form 505.  

• One goes with the shipment documentation for the product  
• Original is mailed to APHIS 

 

• LAWGS Filing 
– New Electronic System designed to reduce the amount of paper submissions 
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Introducing LAWGS 



Aug 2013 6 

LAWGS Status 

• Live System Designed and Fully Operational 
 

• Status: Not Open to Public 
– Internal testing phase (June 2013 to Present) 
– Internal Certification and Accreditation 

 

• External Beta Testing Planned for Fall 2013 
 

• Launch Planned for Winter 2013 
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LAWGS Features 

• Electronic Web Portal accessible anywhere 
• Secure - Organization-specific access restrictions 
• Submit Lacey Act Declaration PPQ Form 505 Instantly 
• Eliminate “Lost in the Mail” or “Returned to Sender”  
• Save templates for repeated similar shipments 
• Track your submissions 
• Step-by-Step Guidance while you File 
• Dropdown fields to simplify the declaration process 
• Eliminate worries over the spelling of Scientific Names 
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E-Authentication 

• All Users must be              
e-Authenticated to gain 
access to USDA APHIS 
sites. 
 

• Simple, free, one-time 
application process. 
 

• https://www.eauth.usda.gov 
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• Fill out and  
    submit the  
    application 
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LAWGS Home Screen 

*The Following Screens are views of the Beta system and do not 
necessarily represent the final product. 
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Filing a Declaration 

Entry Number 
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Filing a Declaration – Cont.  

Consignee Creation/Select 
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Filing a Declaration – Cont.  

 
Other Shipment Information 
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Product Information Page 
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Species Selection Page 
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Filing a Declaration – Cont.  

Species Information Page 
Species and SUD Selected  
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Product Information Page 
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Summary/Submit Page 
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Filing a Declaration – Cont.  

Save as Template? 
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APHIS Lacey Act Website 

• http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/lacey_act 
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Please refer Lacey Act inquiries to: 

lacey.act.declaration@aphis.usda.gov 
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